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Q&A FROM NHSN TOWN HALL CALL 

12/13/2016   

Slides are currently posted here: http://www.leapfroggroup.org/survey-materials/town-hall-calls  

NHSN TOWN HALL CALL 

Q&A 

Q: Should hospitals continue to self-report using the old methods for the 2016 Leapfrog Hospital Survey? 

A: Yes, NSHN data will not be obtained directly for use in the 2016 Leapfrog Hospital Survey results.  This change is 

only for the 2017 Leapfrog Hospital Survey and for future iterations of the survey. 

Q: For those pediatric facilities that are currently incorrectly enrolled in NHSN using one OrgID to report jointly with an 

adult hospital, will they need to back-fill in data for 2016 once they establish a new NHSN OrgID for the pediatric facility so 

that data is available for their 2017 Leapfrog Hospital Survey? 

A: TBD.  Leapfrog is currently contacting NHSN regarding this question. 

Q: How will Leapfrog handle CDC’s re-baselining of the data since it occurs in the middle of the second reporting period 

(January 2017)? 

A: With the January update to NHSN (v. 8.6), Leapfrog will be able access hospital SIRs calculated with the new 

baselines starting with 2015 data and forward.  Tentatively, Leapfrog is proposing to use updated baselines from 

2015 when obtaining SIRs for both reporting periods in the 2017 Leapfrog Hospital Survey. 

Q: Will Leapfrog notify hospitals if the Data Rights template is updated and they need to re-accept it within NHSN? 

A: Yes, Leapfrog will send out a newsletter/mass e-mail communication to notify hospitals if we update the data 

we are requesting access to.  Hospitals will be prompted to review the updated Data Rights Template and re-

accept it when they next log into NHSN.  Failure to do so will result in leaving Leapfrog’s NHSN Group and Leapfrog 

will no longer be able to obtain NHSN data for your facility on these five infection measures.  You will be reported 

as “Declined to Respond” for all five infection measures in Section 7B Healthcare-Associated Infections. 

Q: Will Leapfrog be collecting patient identifiers? 

A: No, Leapfrog will not be collecting any patient identifiers.  When reviewing the Data Rights Template, hospitals 

will see that we are requesting patient data “without identifiers.” 
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Q: Will Leapfrog have access to other confidential data within NHSN? 

A: No, Leapfrog will only have access to the data requested in the Data Rights Template, which includes survey 

data and event/infection data used to generate individual rates and standardized infections ratios for CLABSI, 

CAUTI, MRSA, C. difficile, and SSI: colon.  Immediately after joining the group, you will be brought to the “Confer 

Rights” page where you will be able to review all data elements we are requesting access to. 

Q: How will Leapfrog report on pediatric facilities that do not perform colon surgery for the SSI: colon measure? 

A: Leapfrog is able to view what events/locations a hospital reports on in their monthly reporting plan and what is 

applicable to that facility within NHSN.  Hospitals are able to indicate what does and does not apply when they set 

up their surveillance within NHSN.  Pediatric facilities that indicate they do not perform this procedure within 

NHSN will be reported as “Does Not Apply” for their Leapfrog Hospital Survey SSI: colon results. 

Q: Will Leapfrog use a hospital’s SIR if it is not statistically reliable? 

A: No, NHSN only provides SIRs if the number of expected infections is greater than or equal to 1.  Leapfrog will 

continue to report the measure as “Unable to Calculate Score” if the number of expected infections is less than 1. 

Q: NHSN’s recent webinar discussed a change to the teaching hospital definition that now includes nursing students.  Will 

Leapfrog be using this updated definition in Section 7? 

A: Yes, Leapfrog will be obtaining teaching status information for Section 7B Healthcare-Associated Infections from 

a hospital’s NHSN Patient Safety Survey.  Hospitals should follow the definitions outlined by NHSN for this question 

and answer accordingly in their NHSN Patient Safety Survey.  NHSN will calculate the SIRs for your facility based on 

this information, which will be used by Leapfrog in a hospital’s Section 7 Leapfrog Hospital Survey results.  Leapfrog 

uses a different teaching status definition in Section 1 Basic Hospital Information of the Leapfrog Hospital Survey. 

Q: Why is Leapfrog updating the NHSN data monthly?  Won’t this cause changes to the data? 

A: Leapfrog will update NHSN data monthly since we allow hospitals to submit a survey at any point from April to 

December and will need to obtain NHSN data for any new facilities.  The reporting period (CY 2016) will remain the 

same until September 1st, when we will start pulling data using the updated reporting period (2016 Q3 – 2017Q2).  

A hospital’s data would only change if they update the surveillance data submitted for that reporting period.  This 

should be rare as there is at least a 6 month reporting lag. 

Q: When will the Hospital Details page be published and how often will it be refreshed? 

A: It will first be published in early July before results are published publicly on July 25th.  After July, it will be 

refreshed monthly when Leapfrog publishes Leapfrog Hospital Survey Results within the first five business days of 

each month following the month of submission. 

Q: If a hospital doesn’t submit a Leapfrog Hospital Survey, will NHSN data be used in their Safety Grade? 

A: No, Leapfrog will continue to use secondary data sources for hospitals that do not submit a Leapfrog Hospital 

Survey in the Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade.  NHSN data will only be used in Leapfrog Hospital Survey results if 

Section 7 of the Leapfrog Hospital Survey is affirmed and submitted. 
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Q: Do hospitals need to join NHSN in order to receive a Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade? 

A: No, submitting a Leapfrog Hospital Survey and joining the NHSN Group is not required in order to receive a 

Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade.  Hospitals that do not join Leapfrog’s NHSN Group and/or submit a Leapfrog 

Hospital Survey will have data from secondary data sources (CMS) used for the five infections measures for their 

Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade.  They will be reported as “Declined to Respond” for all five infection measures on 

the Leapfrog Hospital Survey. 

Q: Who should hospitals contact if they have other questions? 

A: Please contact Leapfrog’s Survey Help Desk: https://leapfroghospitalsurvey.zendesk.com.  Some questions may 

need to be re-directed to NSHN: NHSN@cdc.gov 
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